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Hilton Garden Inn, Manhattan KS 

Descriptions of Sessions 

 

Sessions: Monday, September 22, 2014.  8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
 
A1.  Relational Aggression 

Session Description: This workshop will review current evidence on relational forms of aggression, 

including a review of its nature and prevalence among children and adolescents. Specific 

recommendations will be made for addressing this form of aggression among students in school 

settings. Because of the conceptual overlap, a brief introduction will be provided on cyber forms of 

aggression, highlighting a number of shared characteristics with relational aggression and ways in which 

these forms of aggression are distinct. Recommendations for handling incidents of aggression that occur 

off school grounds but then filter into the school environment and disrupt the learning environment will 

be discussed.  

Presenter:  Dr. Anne Williford, School of Social Welfare, University of Kansas 

A2.  Incident Command System (ICS) 100 

Session Description: This is the introductory course, Incident Command System (ICS) 100 for all school 

staff in learning to work with the partners in the first response community. This will answer many 

questions by schools staff related to why protocols are the way they are and what the process is for 

providing help to schools. Knowing this information will facilitate the work between responders and 

school staff. 

Presenter:  Erin McGinnis, Kansas Department of Emergency Management (KDEM) 

A3.  S3 Grantee Meeting 

Session Description:  This session is for S3 grantees and will include a presentation on sustainability from 

Dr. Karen Francis, Senior Researcher from the American Institutes for Research. 

Presenter:  Dr. Karen Francis 

A4:  Our Yellow Brick Road: Exploring Kansas Model Social, Emotional and Character Development 

Standards 

Session Description:  Educators identify perseverance, organization skills, respect, motivation and 

responsibility as essential to student success.  Students who have these skills are able to develop 

positive relationships, have increased test scores, and fewer discipline referrals - no wizard required! 



The Social, Emotional, and Character Development Standards help students learn, practice, and model 

essential personal life skills and habits that contribute to academic, vocational and personal success. 

Come join us in creating a responsive culture in your school through the exploration of the 

implementation of these standards. 

Presenter:  Audrey Neuscaffter 

A5.  Building Positive Healthy School Communities Using Positive Behavior Support (PBIS) as a 

framework for interagency collaboration and sustainable systems change to meet the needs of Kansas 

Youth. 

Session Description:  This workshop will give an overview of positive behavior support as a three-tiered 

intervention used for youth with challenging behavior.  It will also review the activities of the KS Mental 

Health Positive Behavior Support (KMHPBS) project and how this initiative brought together 

stakeholders in five different regions across Kansas to develop collaborative interagency networks of 

support for youth and their families.  We will provide updates on how community mental health 

centers, schools, juvenile justice organizations, and I/DD organizations are continuing to collaborate 

using positive behavior support as a framework to create community-wide, universal expectations that 

help make homes, schools and communities safer for kids. 

Presenters:  Kris Matthews, LSCSW, Education Program Coordinator, School of Social Welfare, University 

of Kansas; Matt Enyart, MSEd, Assistant Director of Project Development and Oversight 

The Kansas Institute for Positive Behavior Support 

A6: Media, Sex and Violence 

Session Description:  There are so many barriers to creating classroom space for youth to explore media: 

keeping up with media trends, finding relevant media clips appropriate for the classroom, not coming 

off as a judge-y dinosaur, or struggling with our own love of “guilty-pleasure” media. This workshop will 

address overcoming these obstacles and provide tangible resources and skills to take back to your 

classrooms. You will leave with the confidence to jump in and dissect media with students in your 

unique environment and style. If you attended the last year’s Media, Sex, and Violence workshop at this 

conference, that’s a great foundation, but if not don’t worry. All perspectives and experience levels are 

welcome in this engaging breakout.  

Session Presenter: Haleigh Harrold, Education and Outreach Specialist, MOCSA 

A7:  Different is Good:  Ready-To-Go-Activities for Encouraging Empathy, Respect, and Conflict 

Resolution in Any Classroom 

This session is designed to allow educators and administrators to experience a number of free activities 

developed by organizations around the state for helping students to develop empathy, respect, and 

conflict resolution.  Activities will be customized to both elementary and secondary students and include 

strategies for large group, small group, and individual settings. 



Session Presenter:  Curtis Chandler, Better Learning for Schools Coordinator, ESSDACK 

Keynote Address:  Monday, September 22, 2014    10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Keynote Title:  Realistic  Strategies for Bullying Prevention and Promoting Positive School Climate 

Keynote Description:  Professor Espelage will discuss current research on what is known about school-

based bullying perpetration and victimization.  She will highlight the importance of considering bullying 

involvement as causally linked to cyberbullying, sexual harassment, and teen dating violence.  School 

climate data will be presented to underscore the importance of addressing attitudes and behaviors of 

everyone in the building, including the adults and youth.  She will review what is working and what is 

not working to prevent bullying and other forms of aggression and risky behaviors among youth.   

Keynote Presenter:  Dorothy L. Espelage, Ph.D., Edward William Gutgsell & Jane Marr Gutgsell Endowed 
Professor, Educational Psychology, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
 

Sessions: Monday, September 22, 2014  1:00 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
 
B1:  Social-Emotional Learning Approaches to Address Bullying & Foster Positive School Climate 
 
Session Description: This breakout session will provide an in-depth discussion of how to implement 

effective school-based interventions with fidelity to prevent bullying and other forms of aggression and 

risky behaviors.  A particular focus will be given to social-emotional learning programs and school 

climate improvement processes.  Attendees will be encouraged to consider their own context and will 

develop their own strategic plan.  

Session Presenter:  Dorothy L. Espelage, Ph.D., Edward William Gutgsell & Jane Marr Gutgsell Endowed 
Professor, Educational Psychology, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
 
B2:  A Framework for Success: Climate, Culture, and Community 
 
Session Description:  In a positive, safe school community, students can effectively learn and 
grow.  Create a climate and culture in your school where all students are engaged and respected.    This 
session will provide the foundational principles, the tools to lay the framework, and effective strategies 
and resources that will transform your students, staff, and school.  
 
Session Presenter:  Marvalee Collins, Blue Valley USD 229 
 
B3:  An Overview of Free Preparedness Trainings Available to Schools 
 
Session Description:  This session will provide participants with an overview of the free trainings 
available to school staff in an effort to improve the safety and preparedness of schools to multi hazards. 
Participants will learn about the online classes, in person trainings and other training options for school 
staff regarding preparedness. 
 
Session Presenter:  Erin McGinnis, Kansas Department of Emergency Management (KDEM) 



 
B4:  Human Trafficking 
 
Session Description:  Human Trafficking, a modern form of slavery, is the second-largest and fastest 

growing criminal industry in the world.  More than 83 percent of human trafficking involves domestic 

victims and the majority of these are children.  This means most trafficking in Kansas involves local 

children.  This workshop will provide an overview of human trafficking, a review of new anti-human 

trafficking laws in Kansas, indicators of human trafficking in children, information on how to report 

suspected human trafficking and specific steps that can be taken in a school setting to foster education, 

awareness and prevention of human trafficking.   

Session Presenter:  Jennifer Rapp, MA, Deputy Director, Anti-Human Trafficking Unit 
Office of Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt 
 
B5:  What if there is a natural gas leak at my school? 
  
Session Description:  Would you know what to do if someone said they were smelling natural gas inside 

the school?  What if a contractor was digging on the school grounds while class was in session and you 

heard a loud hissing sound? This session will teach you how to recognize a natural gas leak and how to 

safely handle your students in the event of an evacuation. 

Session Presenter:  Michael Potvin, ONE Gas Inc. and President of the Kansas Pipeline Association 
 
B6:  Confronting Sexual Harassment and Creating a Safe Learning Environment 
 
Session Description:  Sexual harassment takes many forms, and it takes time and understanding to 

recognize it for what it really is.  This workshop will engage participants in understanding sexual 

harassment and how it affects the learning environment.  Participants will leave with strategies for 

implementing sexual harassment policies and creating a school culture in which sexual harassment is not 

tolerated and students feel safe seeking help. 

Session Presenter:  Bridget Flores, Community Outreach and Prevention Coordinator, MOCSA 

Haleigh Harrold, Education and Outreach Specialist, MOCSA 

B7:  Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) and Education 
 
Session Description: This workshop will raise awareness and understanding around Adverse Childhood 

Experiences (ACEs) research and application to Education.  It will also create an understanding of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) framework to prevent ACEs:  Essentials for 

Childhood:  Creation of Safe, Stable and Nurturing Relationships and Environments in Education.  Finally, 

there will be discussion about how Kansas and other states are moving forward with this work. 

Session Presenter: Vicky Roper, Director Education and Awareness and the Prevention Child Abuse 

Kansas Director, Kansas Children’s Service League 

B8:  Suicide Prevention for Teens 



 
Session Description:  This presentation will give an overview of The Yellow Ribbon Suicide Prevention 

Program.  The workshop will discuss the training for gatekeepers and adults included in the Yellow 

Ribbon Program, as well as an overview of what teens receive when they attend a presentation of 

Yellow Ribbon. 

Session Presenter: Steve Christenberry, MS, LMLP, Family Service and Guidance Center 

Sessions:  Monday, September 22, 2014  2:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

C1.  Disability and Victimization 

Session Description: This workshop will include strategies for participants to bring back to their 

communities to teach others how to manage stigma through findings of recent  research on  

victimization involving at-risk student populations, including students with disabilities. According to the 

U.S. Department of Education, possible outcomes of student-on-student harassment and bullying 

include lowered academic achievement and post high school aspirations; increased anxiety; loss of self-

esteem and confidence; depression and post-traumatic stress; deterioration in physical health; self-

harm and suicidal ideation; feelings of alienation in the school environment; and truancy. We are still 

learning about how disability can and does influence the bullying dynamic—meaning the victim, 

perpetrator and/or bystander. Disability adds yet another layer of complexity to the puzzle.  

Session Presenters: Dorothy L. Espelage, Ph.D., Edward William Gutgsell & Jane Marr Gutgsell Endowed 

Professor, Educational Psychology, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and Anjali J. Forber-Pratt, 

Ph.D., Assistant Research Professor, Beach Center on Disability, University of Kansas 

C2:  Building Family-School Partnerships That Work 

Session Description:  When schools and families work together to support learning, everyone benefits. 

• Students do better in school and in life. 

• Parents become empowered. 

• Teacher morale improves. 

• Schools get better. 

• Communities grow stronger. 

This session will provide a step by step process to develop a partnership between home and school. It 

will include the “how tos” of getting started, what to do and what not to do, and sample surveys and 

assessments. The national standards for family school partnerships will lay the foundation for 

developing a strong family-school partnership. Also included will be explanations and checklists on 

topics such as meeting with families, linking families to learning and how to involve less-engaged 

families. 



Session Presenter: Barbara Gannaway, Kansas Parent Information Resource Center 

  



C3.  A Framework for Success: Climate, Culture, and Community (Repeated Session) 

Session Description:  In a positive, safe school community, students can effectively learn and 

grow.  Create a climate and culture in your school where all students are engaged and respected.    This 

session will provide the foundational principles, the tools to lay the framework, and effective strategies 

and resources that will transform your students, staff, and school.  

Session Presenter:  Marvalee Collins, Blue Valley USD 229 

C4.  Understanding and Addressing Cyberbullying in Schools 

Session Description: This workshop will provide a review of the latest literature on cyberbullying, 

including discussion on prevalence, populations affected, risk and protective factors, and consequences 

to those involved.  To illustrate this review, findings from a recent survey on bullying administered to 3-5 

grade students in six Kansas elementary schools will also be discussed.  The workshop will conclude with 

a discussion of potential intervention strategies for addressing cyberbullying incidents.  

Session Presenter:  Kathryn DePaolis, MSW, University of Kansas School of Social Welfare 

C5.  Blending Cultures of Schools and Law Enforcement to Protect Schools 

Session Description: Ginny will discuss the blending of cultures in law enforcement and education in the 

effort to make schools safer and more prepared.  Ginny is retired Derby police officer and now leads the 

districts efforts to be safer and more prepared.  Ginny knows both cultures as a former DARE officer and 

will provide insight in how to make both cultures work together in a key partnership. 

Session Presenter:  Ginny Hall, Derby School SRO 

C6.  Continuity of Operations Plans for Schools 

Session Description:  Ensuring that your school is prepared to carry out its most crucial functions after 

natural or manmade disasters is vital.  This introduction to Continuity of Operations (COOP) planning 

includes discussion, planning activities and lecture.  Participants will receive practical guidance to help 

them understand and begin to plan for their own school’s COOP needs.  Course topics will include: COOP 

principles, personal and family preparedness, risks identification, planning scenarios, succession of 

personnel, and alternate sites of operation. 

Session Presenter:  Lt Col Dave Young, Kansas Adjutant General's Department 
 

  



C7.  Utilizing Media Campaigns to Change Attitudes and Behaviors Related to Underage Drinking 

Session Description: This session will provide a framework for building a social media campaign in your 

community to reduce underage drinking.  A range of campaigns will be highlighted including, 'Above the 

Influence', 'I Choose', and 'It Matters'.   Participants will learn how to engage local partners including 

schools, coalitions, government, businesses and faith leaders to help saturate their community with 

prevention messaging utilizing a small or large budget.   

Session Presenter: Shana Burgess, Manager of Prevention Services, The Regional Prevention Center of 

Johnson County-Johnson County Mental Health Center 

C8.  What To Do When the Bully is YOU! Confronting Bullying Behaviors in Teachers 

Session Description: Are you a teacher bully or do you teach next door to a teacher bully? Everyone has 

seen behaviors in staff that appear to be bullying to students or other staff members. This workshop will 

explore the bullying behaviors in staff, what it looks like, and what we can do to prevent these behaviors 

becoming the norm in our building. Information will be shared about this problem along with examples 

of bullying behaviors prevalent in our schools today. Group work designed to discover the bullying 

behaviors and replace them with supportive positive behaviors is the goal of this workshop. 

Session Presenter: Craig Carter, Seaman USD 345, Director of Curriculum.  Erin Corbin, Tina Fassnacht, 

Jamey Michael and Tammy Vinduska, Seaman USD 345 Elementary Counselors 

Keynote Address:  Tuesday, September 23, 2014    8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Keynote Title:  Behavioral Threat Assessments 

Keynote Description:  Dr. More’s keynote session will highlight how to defuse and manage problem 
students and confrontational parents.   

Keynote Presenter:  Dr. John L. More, JD, President & CEO, Response Law, LLC 
 
Sessions:  Tuesday, September 23, 2014  10:45 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

D1.  Creating & Maintaining an Effective Threat Management System for K-12 Schools. 

Session Description:  Dr. More's breakout will address how schools (K-12) can create and maintain an 

effective threat management system as a part of their duty of care. 

Session Presenter:  Dr. John L. More, JD, President & CEO, Response Law, LLC 

  



D2.  Bullying and Military Children 

Session Description:  Learn about the challenges confronting Kansas' 30,000+ military youth and their 

families along with the opportunities to take a stand and lend a hand when military children are 

victimized by their peers. 

Session Presenter:  Elaine Johannes 

D3.  Fire Codes and Preparedness 

Session Description:  This presentation will discuss the importance of being code compliant, give an 

overview of top ten citations for 2013 in schools, as well as safety tips.    

Session Presenter: Mende Barnett, Education Consultant, Office of the State Fire Marshal 

D4.  Restorative Practice 

Session Description:  School leaders across the country often face tough choices between keeping 

schools safe and providing all students continued educational opportunity. Exclusionary, zero-tolerance 

approaches to school discipline are not working to create safer, more positive school climates, and yet 

schools must find ways to maintain discipline and safety within their doors. This session provides 

information on explicit practices that are viable alternatives to suspensions and expulsions. School wide 

positive behavior intervention supports (SWPBIS), multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS), and 

Restorative Practices (RP) will be discussed as complementary and effective approaches to discipline 

that serve to increase positive school climate, to build a connected community among students and 

staff, and to reduce suspensions and expulsions. 

Session Presenter:  Dr. Jan L. Petersen, School Psychologist,  Coordinator S3 Grant, Wichita Public 

Schools Alison Replogle, School Counselor, Smoky Valley Public Schools Rob Simon, Restorative Practices 

Advocate and Violence Prevention Specialist, Wichita Public Schools 

D5.  KSDE Updates 

Session Description:  This session will provide updates and current trends relative to school counseling 

and the ever changing landscape of school climate and culture. 

Session Presenter:  Kent Reed, Kansas State Department of Education 

D6.  Mental Health First Aid - An Overview 

Session Description: This session will provide participants an overview of the Mental Health First Aid 

(MHFA) program, including how and where it was developed.  We will review the purpose of the 

program, the prevalence of mental illness in the United States and the impact of these illnesses in the 

US and in the world.  We will also discuss the two versions of MHFA, Adult MHFA and Youth MHFA, and 

how the courses are structured. 

Session Presenter:  Steve Christenberry, MS, LMLP, Family Service and Guidance Center 



D6: Using Positive Social Norms in Bullying Prevention 

Session Description: Through a grant from the Kansas State Department of Education, Kansas Children's 

Service League provides a 24/7 Youth & Parent Bullying Prevention Resource Hotline. KCSL hopes to 

engage students, families and communities in bullying prevention using positive community norms and 

empowerment strategies.  This workshop will also discuss plans for the Bullying Prevention month 

campaign, scheduled in October. 

Session Presenter: Pamela Noble, Special Events Manager, Kansas Children’s Service League 

D7.  My Teenager is Depressed.  What Should I Do? 

Session Description:  Depression among youth is a relatively common, disabling condition that is 

associated with serious long-term morbidities and risk of suicide. The majority of depressed youth, 

however, are undiagnosed and untreated, despite opportunities for identification in settings such as 

primary care.  Despite available depression treatments, only one fourth to one third of depressed 

adolescents are receiving care. The problem of underdiagnosis and underreferral might be addressed if 

assessment of suicidality and depression became a more formal part of routine pediatric care.  This talk 

will help give you the tools to understand how to screen, the treatment and referral of adolescents with 

depression. 

Session Presenter: Pam Shaw MD, FAAP, District VI Chairperson, AAP 

Professor of Pediatrics, Vice Chair of Education, Medical Director, NCSL, Phase II Director 

 


